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and improving the achievement of all students, 
eliminates and weakens protections for dis-
advantaged students, and lacks critical sup-
port systems for our nation’s educators. 

I believe No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is 
flawed and must be reformed, and reauthor-
ization presents a tremendous opportunity to 
make much-needed improvements and bring 
our education system into the 21st century. 
However, instead of fixing the problems of 
NCLB, the Student Success Act does not re-
flect best practices and fails to strike the ap-
propriate balance between flexibility and ac-
countability. 

Reauthorization should support college and 
career-ready standards, address the overuse 
of testing in teacher and school evaluations 
that currently forces educators to substitute 
test preparation for instruction, and feature an 
accountability system that includes meaningful 
targets for improving student attainment that 
gives schools and districts flexibility in how 
they achieve those goals. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against H.R. 5 
and instead support reauthorization that re-
stores our nation’s commitment to providing 
equal opportunity for all students regardless of 
their background and protect our country’s stu-
dents including the most vulnerable, which 
was the intention of this landmark civil rights 
law. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2822) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes: 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chair, let me thank our Rank-
ing Member, Congresswoman MCCOLLUM, for 
her tremendous leadership of this Sub-
committee. 

Mr. Chair, the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Interior 
and Environment bill before us would place 
health and safety of all Americans at risk. It 
dangerously cuts funding by $246 million from 
FY 2015 levels and is $3.1 billion less than 
the President’s FY2016 request. 

The deep cuts to this bill would undermine 
our air quality, land, water and conservation 
funding and will have devastating impacts on 
all communities in my home state of California 
and across the country. 

What’s worse—this bill slashes funding for 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by 
more than 700 million dollars—from FY2015 
levels and funds the agency at more than a 
billion dollars less than the President’s 
FY2016 request. These profound cuts would 
significantly harm the Clean Water Fund and 
the Safe Drinking Water Fund—critical pro-
grams that ensure the safety of our drinking 
water and our children. 

It also includes $40 million in cuts to the 
Historic Preservation Fund (HPP), which 

would weaken the National Park Service’s 
(NPS) ability to preserve sites significant in the 
Civil Rights Movement. This includes sites like 
the Selma to Montgomery National Historic 
Trail, where I marched this spring to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of ‘‘Bloody 
Sunday.’’ 

Furthermore, there are also egregious policy 
riders in this bill that would block clean air pro-
tections, such as the EPA’s Clean Power 
Plan. 

Too many families, particularly those in low- 
income, vulnerable communities, already suf-
fer from poor air quality because of dirty car-
bon pollution. 

We know that communities of color are dis-
proportionately affected by pollution-related ill-
nesses, including asthma. According to the 
American Academy of Allergy Asthma and Im-
munology, one in six African American and 
one in nine Latino children suffer from asthma. 

There are other toxic policy riders that 
would block the protection of our imperiled 
wildlife under the Endangered Species Act, 
like the Greater Sage Grouse population. 

The Endangered Species Act is the only law 
that has safeguarded more than 2,000 plants 
and wildlife from extinction. This law enjoys 
broad support from nearly 85 percent of Amer-
icans. And yet here we are again, with a bill 
that seeks to undermine decades of animal 
protection and runs counter to vast public sup-
port. 

Mr. Chair, we need to continue to fight to 
defend our environment, address climate 
change, and make real, meaningful impacts 
on reducing greenhouse gas emissions so we 
can protect our environment, our children and 
our future. 

Unfortunately, the bill before us does just 
the opposite. 

I hope that as this process moves forward, 
we can address the insufficient funding alloca-
tions and backwards policy riders that would 
harm every American and put our precious en-
vironment at risk. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2822) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
opposition to the amendment offered by my 
colleague that would, in essence, prohibit the 
EPA from spending any funds to ensure that 
states fulfill their obligations under the Clean 
Water Act to help clean up the Chesapeake 
Bay. If passed into law, this amendment would 
endanger the progress we have made in re-
storing the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and 
would put in jeopardy not only the Chesa-
peake Bay itself, but also critical economic 
contributions that the Bay provides. 

When I was in the Virginia House of Dele-
gates, I was part of a joint Virginia-Maryland 
legislative task force that first recommended 
the creation of a multi-state commission to ad-
dress Bay issues. In our report filed in 1980, 
we recommended ‘‘the need for improved co-
ordination of Bay-wide management to meet 
the long-term needs of the people of both 
Maryland and Virginia’’ and found that this 
was not an issue that Maryland and Virginia 
alone could solve. 

Cleaning up the Bay required the coopera-
tion of all states in the watershed. In 1983, 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed states signed the 
first Chesapeake Bay agreement to coordinate 
their efforts on this issue, and in 2010 the 
EPA set pollution limits to reduce pollution, nu-
trients, and sediment flowing into the Bay. 

As a result of these efforts, the quality of the 
Chesapeake Bay has been significantly im-
proved and states continue to invest millions 
of dollars in their Chesapeake Clean Water 
Blueprint Plans. Just yesterday, a unanimous 
decision was issued by the Third Circuit Court 
of Appeals affirming the authority of the EPA 
under the Clean Water Act to set limits on pol-
lution in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. In 
the decision, the Court wrote that cleaning up 
the Chesapeake Bay ‘‘will require sacrifice 
. . . but that is a consequence of the tremen-
dous effort it will take to restore health to the 
bay.’’ 

I agree with the Court’s assessment: clean-
ing up the Bay will take tremendous efforts 
and coordination between all six states in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed and the District 
of Columbia, and participating states should 
have the certainty that other states can be 
trusted to fulfill their obligations to help clean 
up the Bay. 

I believe that instead of offering amend-
ments to undermine these efforts, we should 
be investing even more resources to ensure 
that they are successful. I urge my colleagues 
to reject this amendment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LESLIE VELEZ AND 
DANIEL HENRY 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2015 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Leslie Velez and Daniel Henry for their 
hard work and dedication to the people of 
Colorado’s Fourth District as interns in my 
Washington, DC office for the Spring 2015 
session of Congress. 

The work of this young man and woman 
has been exemplary and I know they both 
have bright futures. They served as tour 
guides, interacted with constituents, and 
learned a great deal about our nation’s legisla-
tive process. I was glad to be able to offer this 
educational opportunity to these two and look 
forward to seeing them build their careers in 
public service. 

Both of our interns have made plans to con-
tinue their work next year with various organi-
zations in Washington. I am certain they will 
succeed in their new roles and wish them all 
the best in their future endeavors. Mr. Speak-
er, it is an honor to recognize Leslie Velez and 
Daniel Henry for their service this spring. 
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DECADES OF COMPASSION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Avadele Short of Katy, Texas 
for receiving an Award of Distinction for her 34 
years of dedicated service to the Memorial 
Hermann Katy Hospital. 

Mrs. Short and her husband were two of the 
founders of the Memorial Hermann Katy Vol-
unteer Auxiliary when the hospital opened its 
doors in 1981. Since then, Mrs. Short has 
given more than 9,000 hours of her time to the 
Katy community and is the only remaining 
original member of the Auxiliary. With her 
help, the volunteer program has expanded 
from 45 original members to 145 members 
today. Now 91, Mrs. Short still volunteers 
twice a week and brings smiles to all the pa-
tients and the entire hospital staff. Hospital 
staff and patients alike agree, it would not be 
the same place without her care and compas-
sion. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Mrs. Avadele Short for more than three 
decades of volunteer service to the Memorial 
Hermann Katy Hospital. Thank you for all that 
you have done for our community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MADDY 
PETICOLAS 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2015 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate my constituent, 
Maddy Peticolas of Godfrey, Illinois, on 
achieving the Congressional Award Silver 
Medal. 

The Congressional Award recognizes indi-
viduals for excellence in four areas: voluntary 
public service, personal development, physical 
fitness, and expedition. During her time at 
Principia High School, Maddy participated in a 
number of activities that helped to improve her 
community. 

Maddy spent over two hundred hours volun-
teering at a local day camp, staffing events 
and led hikes for children. She also grew in 
her faith of Christian Science by reading 
‘‘Prose Works’’, written by Mary Baker Eddy, a 
founder of the Church of Christ, Scientist. Ad-
ditionally, as a ukulele player, Maddy worked 
to improve her memorization and sight reading 
skills. 

She also spent many hours playing for her 
club soccer team, and began running to in-
crease speed and confidence as a player. She 
climbed a 14,000 foot mountain and com-
pleted a ropes course during her time on a 
yurt campground where she was also in 
charge of meals. 

In all these things, Maddy demonstrated de-
termination in improving both herself and her 
community. Whether it was through volun-
teering, personal development, physical fit-
ness, or expedition, Maddy impacted the lives 
of many and I am proud to represent individ-
uals like her in my district. 

Congratulations on earning the Congres-
sional Award Silver Medal, Maddy. 

f 

HONORING MR. JOSÉ DUEÑAS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life of Mr. José Dueñas, 
former President and CEO of the Alameda 
County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 
Known throughout the Bay Area as a fervent 
Latino community leader, Mr. Dueñas has left 
an undeniable mark on our community. With 
his passing on June 20, 2015, we look to 
honor the outstanding quality of his life’s work. 

Born in Mexico City, Mexico on February 
24, 1952, Mr. Dueñas was raised in Oakland, 
California where he graduated from Fremont 
High School. He later attended California 
State University, Hayward and St. Mary’s Col-
lege of California. Upon receiving his Bach-
elor’s Degree in Engineering, Mr. Dueñas 
went on to pursue a career in public service 
to develop and promote opportunities for the 
greater Bay Area community. 

During the earlier stages of his professional 
career, Mr. Dueñas’ determination and hard 
work led him to become a senior manager for 
the Port of Oakland, the fourth largest port in 
North America. Shortly after, he was chosen 
to lead the Bay Area World Trade Center as 
Chief Executive Officer where he coordinated 
trade missions to over 40 different countries. 

Afterwards, the Alameda County Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce (ACHCC) hired Mr. 
Dueñas to represent and provide assistance to 
over 18,000 Hispanic owned firms. As Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer at ACHCC, 
he led the charge of building a sustainable 
economic and financial foundation for Latino 
businesses to grow and prosper in the Bay 
Area. During his tenure, he also helped create 
a Latino Political Action Committee to help 
promote Latino candidates and address key 
issues facing the Latino community and com-
munities of color. 

Furthermore, Mr. Dueñas also ran his own 
company, Global 8 Partners, which focuses on 
international trade, government affairs and 
Hispanic business marketing. He is survived 
by his two children, Nicolas and Annalisa, 
three sisters and one brother. 

I will always remember José’s resiliency, his 
charisma, and passion for serving his commu-
nity. Some of my most memorable moments 
with José were traveling to Mexico and Africa 
on the trade missions he helped organize. He 
truly understood the importance of inter-
national trade to the Bay Area, and he shared 
his knowledge with policy makers and the pri-
vate sector to help spur economic growth and 
create jobs. His larger than life spirit will live 
forever and will continue to give us hope for 
the future. I will be forever grateful for his wise 
counsel and friendship. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes an outstanding individual and 
leader, Mr. José Dueñas. Mr. Dueñas’ con-
tributions have truly impacted countless lives 
throughout the Bay Area. I join all of Mr. 
Dueñas’ loved ones in celebrating his incred-
ible life and offer my most sincere condo-
lences. 

PEARLAND ISD SECONDARY 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR—MELIS-
SA WARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Melissa Ward of Pearland’s Daw-
son High School for being named Pearland 
Independent School District’s 2015 Secondary 
Teacher of the Year. 

Ms. Ward has always had a gift and talent 
for teaching. After receiving degrees in both 
sociology and psychology, she sought a ca-
reer where she could help people and found 
a passion for teaching. In addition to her 
classroom excellence, Ms. Ward also coaches 
girls’ cross country, track and field, and bas-
ketball. She often takes time out of her day to 
attend her students’ cheer, band, or sporting 
events. She has also implemented the Student 
Training in Teacher Leadership Program, 
which provides mentoring for students who are 
considering teaching for a career at Dawson 
High School. Her dedication to Dawson High 
School doesn’t stop. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Melissa Ward for winning the Pearland 
Independent School District’s 2015 Secondary 
Teacher of the Year Award. 

f 

HONORING THE COUNTY OF 
NAPA’S IF GIVEN A CHANCE 
PROGRAM 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the valuable and tremen-
dous work of the Napa County organization, If 
Given A Chance. For two decades, this group 
has provided scholarships and resilient high 
school graduates to overcome extraordinary 
challenges and troubled pasts. 

Since 1995, the If Given A Chance program 
has provided young people that have faced 
tremendous difficulties the opportunity to con-
tinue their education after high school and 
gain the work experience they need to suc-
ceed. With support from local businesses and 
philanthropic organizations, the program 
awards more than $100,000 in scholarships, 
and graduates have gone on to get Masters 
and Ph.D. degrees at schools such as UCLA, 
UC Davis, and Stanford University. 

If Given A Chance has supported hundreds 
of Napa Valley students in their efforts to pur-
sue college and vocational education. The re-
markable young people that participate in If 
Given a Chance have overcome gang affili-
ation, addiction, injury, abuse and disease, 
and this program provides them the oppor-
tunity to make a better life for themselves and 
their families. If Given A Chance is a testa-
ment to the significant and positive impact 
young people can have on their communities, 
and a true demonstration of the qualities that 
make our country great. 

Many have worked tirelessly to ensure the 
success of If Given A Chance, and none 
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